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Virtual exchange is technology-enabled,
people-to-people communication that happens
between individuals or groups who are
separated geographically, and who are often
from different cultural backgrounds. For both
students and teachers these exchanges require
the development of a number of skills including
intercultural dialogue, digital skills, linguistic
skills, creativity, and transversal skills such as
cooperation, empathy, self-efficacy, tolerance of

ambiguity, negotiation and conflict resolution.

Presently at KIT, I run two semester-long
exchanges, one with the University of Mons
(UMONs) "™ in Belgium and the other with the
University of Mindanao ® in the Philippines.
The exchange with Umons is related to the
students’ majors connecting first year students
of architecture and design at KIT with third
year students of architecture in Umons. The
students usually work in tandems, one student
from Umons and one from KIT, and the lingua
franca they use is English. Belgian students
have a similar level of English to Japanese
students. They work together on a variety of
tasks over the course of the autumn semester
which culminates in them designing a building

or space together, and giving a presentation

* Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Professor
FEMERL R BUZ
* % Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Associate

Professor

RAER R HEHIR

No. 41 2022

F T4 U, BELICEER TR D .,
% O, B LM EREZRFOMAE 2
X7 V=7l TITbhs, ITT 7 /8y —
A LA ADII 2= —2 3 v T3,
T vIA4 v AFIE FEEHEEOWGIZE 5T,
FESCAL TR 5 7““‘“/“57)I/Z3F}1/ SEEA ¥,
A&, BI O, & B Hwv
iwémﬁﬁ\xﬁxﬁﬁﬂm&kmﬁM%x
FURE ZLOAFVHENROONE T,

BAE R TR Tk, v F—oE v
AK% (UMONs) 74y ¥rmI v+
FRFD LOBT2RARY —, Ky %
ToTWET, EVARFELOKIIE. RFED
FHA o MO L AL, Y AR
DL - FRHTETH2EER O 3 [\ A4 D H %2 D 72w
TwEd, BHE. FAEIET LV ARFOFEL
KRPEDFELDP 1 NTOXRT AT, EH
SEIIEFETT. NUF—0Ed, HADH
LRI CLARVOEEN 2> TwE T, 15
i BREFEIIRIC 2 FEFE R 2212 LT
D HLA, BRI o 22 & —H#E IR L.
FRIZOWTTLE YT =V arzftvniE g,
L HiE, Y54 Y TOREEEAFLVE
HHT 2720 TR, KR TLEYT—V 3
YD Zoom, TLAVAI—=IvTERA Y
K <y ZOVERH O Miro . ¥ 5% 045
® Flipgrid Y, ¥4 2Hh v ¥ 3 v & iEHot
AW Padlet ™ &, * ¥4 2 THERT A

WDV = VEMHLE T, R#ENLET
Oy 7 M, BV ARFEERFZDOW G O
DRI L -> THRESNT T, ZBREOTE

_15_



= s - EXPERIENGE

Fig1 Making mind maps using miro / B 1 miro WA K<y

on it. The students use a number of tools to
connect online including Zoom for meetings
and presentations, Miro S for brainstorming
and making mind maps, Flipgrid ¥ for sharing
videos, and Padlet ™ for discussions and
sharing information, and through using these
tools develop their digital skills as well as
their online collaborative skills and English.
The final projects are judged by architecture
professors in both Umons and Kyoto Institute of
Technology, and we are very grateful to Miyake
sensei for his support. Balancing linguistic,
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cultural, social, creative and digital demands is
hard, but it is also an enjoyable way to learn
and the students have given very positive
feedback on it.

The second programme is with Mindanao
University in the Philippines. The students
in this programme have different majors, and
so rather than the programme being based
on their subjects, the focus is on Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and the students
work in interdisciplinary groups on tasks
related to that. The language levels of the
students are different as the Filipino students
usually have higher levels of English than the
Japanese students, but this year we will work
with students who are learning Japanese and
so will incorporate some language exchange
into the program. This means there are two
languages for the students to work together
in. As in the Umons exchange, the students
work through a series of tasks collaboratively,
but this time the goal is to find small solutions
to big problems. The students research and
share their knowledge of SDGs in their own
countries, their strengths and weaknesses
and then try to come up with a small solution
for a problem they identify, and make a final
presentation about it

The exchanges are student-centred and
the role of the teachers is to support or
facilitate the interaction. This means a lot of
the work for the teachers occurs before the
exchanges begin, setting up the platforms and
organising the schedule and tasks. Often a
number of people are involved in facilitating
the exchanges, particularly if they are content
based and include subject teachers as well
as English teachers. For example the Umons
exchange involves 6 teachers who fulfil various
roles during the exchange. While the Umons
exchange uses the platform Articulate 360 *

supported by Umons for the exchange, the
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Mindanao exchange takes place on Moodle
which is set up at KIT by Tamai san in the
Joho centre who provides great support for the
project. Moodle is a good platform for virtual
exchanges to use as it provides multi-modal

support and is free for both universities to use.

The use of virtual exchange and online
collaborative learning has created wonderful
opportunities for students to learn in new ways
and develop a wide range of skills that are vital
for their future lives and careers. It provides
multicultural opportunities for students who
may not have been able to travel abroad due to
the difficulty and expense of travelling. In the
future, we hope this type of learning expands
so more students can enjoy the benefits.
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Interactive English Virtual Exchange

General

Topic 1

Fig3 KIT Moodle System / ® 3 KIT Moodle ¥ X5 L
The platform of the virtual exchange is KIT Moodle. / &% Moodle &7 > 51 > XIBBEDT v b 7+—LELE LT,
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[1] University of Mons (1] & A KF
https://web.umons.ac.be/en/ https://web.umons.ac.be/en/

[2] University of Mindanao (2] I V¥ FF+ K&
https://web.umons.ac.be/en/ https://web.umons.ac.be/en/

[3] miro [3] miro
https://miro.com/mind-map/ https://miro.com/mind-map/

[4] Flipgrid [4] Flipgrid
https://infoflip.com/ https://infoflip.com/

[5] Padlet [5] Padlet
https://padlet.com/ https://padlet.com/

[6] Articulate 360 [6] Articulate 360
https://articulate.com/ https://articulate.com/
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