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[Tt's no secret that Japanese students are
weak in English communication compared to

other students around the world. This was
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very apparent when I took the students to
the Global Kickoff Workshop and EXPO for
ME310/SUGAR. While students from the rest
of the world were interacting with each other,
Japanese students were often quiet and shy.
Reading e-mails and messages sent in
English by Japanese students, I've noticed
that while not perfect, there were no issues
in communicated over text. This is where I
realized that the Japanese education system
emphasized written text over spoken words.
Most students have very little practice in verbal
communication and few opportunities to do so.
The Lunch Time English Table idea
came up to provide that opportunity in
a low commitment format, simply eating lunch

and speaking English. ]
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