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The Ecological Approach to the Particle ‘Mo’ and Greetings in Japanese

Summary

In this article, I will refer to the situation, “I am doing something with this person now,” as the “mode
of co-presence”, and attempt an analysis on time and space where the “mode of co-presence” is felt
while using words from contemporary Japanese language as clues that may arouse this feeling. When
we observe the Japanese particle ‘Mo’ and Japanese greetings, there are expressions which
confirm the existence of the “mode of co-presence” in the past and those which seem to indicate that
it exists in time and space of the present. These “modes of co-presence” can also exclude others while
at the same time they can reinforce a community. [ also describe a way of communication that
underlies the use of such language that can seek universality from the perspective of Gibson, James

Jerome who takes the ecological approach.
Key words:

Japanese particle‘Mo’, Japanese Greetings, Mode of co-presence, Cognitive linguistics, Ecological

approach
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