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The aim of this article is to give due credit to the value of Abe Kobd’s works on the occasion of the
publication of the final volume of his Complete Works (vol. 30, Ed. Shinchosha, 2009). As well as Abe
Kobd’s correspondence with great writers such as Noma Hiroshi and Haniya Yutaka, and poetry documents
and interviews, this work contains an exhaustive and very well presented bibliography. The very design of the
work, by Mr. Kondé Kazuya, recalls Abe Kobd’s extremely inventive and innovative character. In the
biography, by Mrs. Abe Neri, Abe Kobo’s daughter, we find a very rich and objective recounting of the
author’s life, yet one which is at the same time full of humour and tenderness. Additionally, a supplement is
offered in the form of a CD in which we find the “prefaces” (kaisetsu) of his works. Abe Ko6bo’s voice may be
heard, his photos seen, and his theatrical activities followed. Thanks to the form and content of these
Complete Works, the reader may appreciate the astonishing diversity of Abe K&bd’s talents, and reflect once
more on the potentiality of the meaning and beauties that are there to be revealed in such a varied work.
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