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Summary

Alfred Déblin is one of the pioneers who opened the way for the 20th century German literature.
But he was an unsuccessful writer except “Berlin Alexanderplatz”. Particularly “Wadzeks Kampf mit
der Dampfturbine” was the most unpopular work. Martin Buber, to whom Doblin had sent the
typescript, found it incomprehensible. But the young Bertolt Brecht was an enthusiastic advocate of
this novel. Here [ want to introduce this unknown work in order to understand the young Brecht.

“Wadzek” is divided into four books. Franz Wadzek is an engineer and industrialist. Jakob
Rommel, Wadzek’s competitor, has defeated him by producing a new steam turbine and also by
buying up shares in his company. Wadzek first tries to enlist the help of his longtime acquaintance
Gabriele Wessel, who is now Rommel's mistress. She agrees to get Rommel’s secret plan in exchange
for an introduction to Wadzek's daughter Herta. When this plan fails, Wadzek desperately attempts
to impede his rival by intercepting and changing the text of a letter [rom Rommel to the agent.

When this attempt also fails, Wadzek insanely decides to barricade himself in his villa in
Reinickendorf on the edge of Berlin, along with his wife, daughter and his friend Schneemann. This
is the second book : “the siege of Reinickendorf”. Wadzek awaits attack by the authorities. But this
attack is completely illusory. The longer the siege is, the more he becomes entangled in his delusion.
Finally one night, he fires on supposed attackers, is interrogated with Schneemann at the local
police station, then reprimanded and released. Profoundly downhearted, he returns to Berlin.

The third book has a lot of symbolic and enigmatic scenes. Wadzek who has knocked to the
ground in the second book breaks off with Schneemann. He shatters a large wardrobe mirror and
tries to part from his old self. His wife Pauline also parts from a dutiful one by becoming close to
Mrs. Litgau and Mrs. Kochanski. Gabriele breaks up with her governor Jakob Rommel by having
words with him over Wadzek. Wadzek renews contact with Gabriele.

In the fourth book, when Pauline celebrates Kochanski's birthday in her own house, she
declares dead on her husband like Aeschylus’s tragedy “Oresteia”, because Wadzek’s sacrifice of his
daughter in the first book is parallel to Agamemnon’s inhuman treatment of his daughter Iphigenia.
Wadzek leaves his family and goes to America with Gabriele by an ocean liner.

Martin Buber, who had held “Die drei Spriinge des Wang-lun” in the highest regard, found this
“Wadzek™ strange and incomprehensible. Doblin offered rebuttals to criticism of Martin Buber. In
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his December 1915 letter to Martin Buber, Déblin mentioned the “apparent tragedy” and the “fate”
like “Oresteia” against which an anti-hero Wadzek struggles. and then “the affectionately comic
fundamental feeling” that underlies them. He himself used the analogy of *Don Quixote” in his letter
to Martin Buber. In order to make this idea possible, he used distinctive narrative method. He
called it “style of stone”. According to his “An Romanautoren und ihre Kritiker”, the narrator has no
privileged insight into psyche of his figures. He only registers surface perceptions and ignores any
inner life that might connect those perceptions in a logical way. “Wadzek's Kampf mit der
Dampfturbine” shows such a narrative technique. This narrative method beat Martin Buber and
other critics.



