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Summary

Brecht mentioned three names who had a great influence on him when he was young. One of them
was Karl Valentin. He was a famous German vaudevillian in the first half of the 20th century. Probably
Brecht began to go to the vaudeville theater of Valentin shortly after he entered Munich University. He
enjoyed Valentin's absurd and grotesque slapstick and learned theatrical techniques. Once or twice he
went on the vaudeville stage as a guest player.

Valentin also took good care of young Brecht. He pointed out that “Trommeln in der Nacht™ was
weak at the ending when he went to see the drama with Liesl Karlstadt. In “Leben Eduards des Zweiten
von England” he advised him on a make-up of the soldiers. He took an active part in the revue “Die rote
Zibebe” in order to cheer an unknown young dramatist up.

Valentin and Brecht also made a short film titled “Mysterien eines Frisiersalons” together. It was
an absurd and grotesque slapstick like Valentin's variety show. But in fact Valentin only played the lead-
ing character. Brecht made the film with Engel at his discretion. Brecht who was a Valentin fan could use
the essence of his favorite vaudeville theater at will. Since then he continued to give plays with Engel
during the twenties and attained success. What he mastered from Valentin made this success possible.



