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A Study of Brecht's “Im Dickicht der Stadte”

— Four Sources Which Had an Influence on This Drama —
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Summary

Tt is hard for us to understand “Im Dickicht der Stadte” (In the Jungle of the Cities). It has a lot
of mysteries. For example, we cannot easily explain why the two heroes suddenly start fighting in
the first scene. I noticed that this drama used several books as sources.

The first source was Kipling’s “The Jungle Book”. According to Brecht's diary. this book in-
spired this work. George Garga represents Mowgli in “The Jungle Book”. This drama describes how
the hero grows up in the countryside in Ohio to become a citizen in Chicago through the metaphysical
battle against Shlink.

Another hero, Shlink, a Malayan timber-dealer born in Yokchama, becomes faceless after a long
life in the big city. He cannot communicate with others because of the thick skin over his face. He
wants to come into contact with others through this metaphysical battle. In order to describe life in
Chicago, Brecht used a second source: Upton Sinclair’s “The Jungle”. The unbearable conditions ex-
perienced by George’s family owed much to Sinclair. However, Shlink’s losing his face in his isolation
was Brecht's original idea. It came from his experience in Berlin, while the plot of the metaphysical
battle was influenced by Jensen’s “The Wheel”. This was the third source. Indeed, the idea of the bat-
tle between two men was from his novel, but their real fight was similar to a boxing match of ten
rounds that was popular in those days.

The fourth source was Rimbaud’s “Une saison en enfer”. George, who works at C. Maynes
Lending Library, sometimes recites Rimbaud's verse, although this extract plays no communicative
role. In this drama, Rimbaud's verse symbolized Brecht’s doubts about the possibility of communicat-
ing through language.
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